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PUBLIC  HEALTH  OFFICERS 


Medioal  Offioer  of  Health:  E.  J.  O'KEEFFE,  B.A.,  M.R.C.S.,  L.R.C.P.,  D.P.H 


Sanitary  Inspector :  N.  J.  Arney,  Cert.  R.S.I.,  S.I.E.J.B.,  M.S.I.A. 

Certified  Meat  and  Food  Inspector. 
(Resigned  -  31st.  April,  1954.  ) 


J .  R .  T  anne  r ,  C  e  rt .  R.S.I.,  M.o.I  .A . , 

Certified  Meat  and  Food  Inspector 
(Appointed  -  14th.  June,  1954.  ) 


Clerk  to  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health 


Miss  H.  L.  Haysom 


The  Medical  Officer  of  Health  holds  in  addition  the  following  appointments 

Medical  Officer  of  Health  for  the  Swanage  Urban  District 

Medical  Officer  of  Health  for  the  Wareham  and  Purbeck  Rural  District. 

Assistant  Medical  Officer,  Dorset  County  Council. 


Office  accommodation  and  clerical  assistance  is  provided  for  the  Medical 
Officer  of  Health  jointly  by  the  Authorities  concerned. 

The  Sanitary  Inspector  in  addition  to  his  statutory  duties  is  also 
Borough  Surveyor  and  Petroleum  Officer. 

The  Committees  of  the  Counoii  concerned  with  matters  of  Public  Health 

are  :  - 


The  Law  and  General  Purposes  Cormittoe. 

The  Waterworks,  and  Sewerage  Works  Committee, 
The  Housing  Committee. 
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PREFACE 


Public  Health  Office, 
12a  Institute  Road, 
Swanage , 


To  the  Mayor,  Aldermen  and  Councillors  of  the 
Borough  of  Wareham 


Mr*  Mayor,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I  have  the  honour  to  present  to  you  my  Annual  Report  on  the  health 
and  sanitary  conditions  of  the  Borough  of  Wareham  for  the  Year  1954. 

The  Report  is  set  out  in  sections  in  the  following  order  :- 

Pages 


Statistics  . . . .  2  -  3 

Sanitary  Circumstances  . .  4  -  6 

Sanitary  Inspection  .  7  -  8 

Inspection  and  supervision  of  food  .  9-10 

Housing  . . .  11  -  12 

Prevalence  and  Control  of  Infectious  Disease.  13 

Factories  Act  . . . .  14 


The  health  of  the  Borough,  generally  speaking,  remained  satisfactory 
and  there  were  few  cases  of  notifiable  disease  throughout  the  year. 

There  were  29  more  births  and  5  more  deaths  than  last  year.  There 

were  5  more  deaths  than  births.  The  Registrar  General’s  estimate  of  the 

mid  year  population  is  10  more  than  the  1951  census  figure. 

Mr.  N*  J.  Arney  your  Sanitary  Inspector  resigned  on  31st.  April,  1954 
on  taking  up  a  similar  appointment  with  another  local  authority.  Mr.  Tanner 
who  was  appointed  in  his  place  commenced  duties  on  14th.  June,  1954. 

Although  the  number  of  houses  built  by  the  Council  has  been  more  than 
doubled  since  the  war,  there  still  exists  the  need  for  improved  housing 
accommodation  for  many  families  in  the  Borough. 

Again,  I  wish  to  take  this  opportunity  of  thanking  the  Members  of  the 
Council  for  their  kindness  and  consideration  during  the  year,  and  my  thanks 
are  due  to  the  Sanitary  Inspector  and  other  Officers  of  the  Council  for 
their  help  and  co-operation. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be , 

Your  obedient  servant. 


June,  1955 
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STATISTICS  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS 


General  Statistic 

1«  Area  of  the  Borough  ...  ... 

2.  Population 

At  Census  1951  ...  ... 

As  estimated  by  Registrar  General  -  mid  1954 

3.  Total  number  of  inhabited  houses  according  to 

the  Rate  Book  - 


At  end  of  1953 
At  end  of  1954 

4.  Rateable  value  at  1st.  April,  1954 

5.  Sum  represented  by  Penny  Rate 


710  acres 


2,760 

2,770 

862 

890 

£16,812 

£64. 9. lOd • 


SUMMARY  OF  VITAL  STATISTICS  FOR  THE  YEAR  1954 


Total 

Male 

j 

Female 

Live  Births 

Total  registered  ...  ... 

60 

33 

27 

Legitimate  ...  ... 

59 

32 

27 

Illegitimate  ...  ... 

1 

1 

- 

Still  Births 

Total  registered  ...  ... 

* 

• 

- 

Legitimate  ...  ... 

- 

- 

- 

Illegitimate  ...  ... 

• 

— 

— 

Deaths 

Total  registered  ...  ... 

65 

32 

33 

Infant  Mortality 

Deaths  of  Infants  under  1  year  of  age : 

Total  registered  ...  ... 

1 

1 

Legitimate  ...  ... 

1 

1 

- 

Illegitimate  ...  ... 

Deaths  of  Infants  under  four  weeks  of  age : 

Total  registered  ...  ... 

1 

1 

Legitimate  ...  ... 

1 

1 

- 

Illegitimate  ...  ... 

_ 

I  ' 

.  .  .  1«''7  •'  '  •*  ‘  *■  • 

.  ,  . 
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BIRTH,  DEATH  AMD  INFANT  MORTALITY  RATES  -  1954 

Crude  Birth  Rate  per  1,000  Home  Population  21*7 
Crude  Death  Rate  per  1,000  Homo  Population  23 • 5 

Area  Comparability  Faotors 
Births  1.11  Deaths  0»73 


War  eh  am 

England 

Borough 

&  Wales 

Live  Birth  Rate(Standardied )  per  1,000  Home  Population 

24*1 

15*2 

Still  Birth  Rate(Standardised)per  1,000  Total  (Live 
and  Still  Births) 

o.o 

24*0 

Death  Rate ( Standardised )  per  1,000  Home  Population 

17*2 

11*3 

Infant  Mortality  Rates  per  1,000  Live  Births  - 

All  oauses  under  1  year  of  age  ... 

16*6 

25*5 

Enteritis  and  diarrhoea  under  2  years  of  age 

0*0 

0.8 

CAUSES  OF  DEATH  -  YEAR  1954 


(Supplied  by  the  Registrar  General) 


Cause  of  Death 

Male 

Female 

- 1 

Total 

1 

Tuberculosis,  respiratory  ...  ... 

2 

Tuberoulosis,  other  ...  ... 

- 

- 

- 

3 

Syphilitic  disease  ...  ... 

- 

- 

- 

4 

Diphtheria  ...  ... 

- 

- 

- 

5 

Whooping  cough  ...  ... 

- 

- 

- 

6 

Meningococcal  infections  ...  ... 

- 

- 

- 

7 

Acute  poliomyelitis  ...  ... 

- 

- 

- 

8 

?.10SLS  1 0S  •  •  •  •  •  • 

- 

- 

- 

9 

Other  infective  and  parasitic  diseases 

- 

- 

- 

10 

Malignant  neoplasm,  stomach  ...  ... 

2 

- 

2 

11 

Malignant  neoplasm,  lung,  bronchus  ... 

2 

- 

2 

12 

Malignant  neoplasm,  breast  ...  ... 

mm 

3 

3 

13 

Malignant  neoplasm,  uterus  ...  ... 

- 

- 

- 

14 

Other  malignant  and  lymphatic  neoplasms  ... 

4 

2 

6 

15 

Leukemia,  aleukemia  ...  ... 

- 

- 

- 

16 

Diabetes  •  •  •  •  •  • 

- 

- 

• 

17 

Vascular  lesions  of  nervous  system  ... 

4 

9 

13 

18 

Coronary  disease,  angina  ...  ... 

2 

2 

4 

19 

Hypertension  with  heart  disease  ... 

- 

2 

2 

20 

Other  heart  diseases  ...  ... 

5 

6 

11 

21 

Other  circulatory  diseases  ...  ... 

- 

1 

1 

22 

Influenza  ...  ... 

1 

- 

1 

23 

Pneumonia  ...  ... 

5 

3 

8 

24 

Bronchitis  ...  ... 

1 

- 

1 

25 

Other  diseases  of  respiratory  system  ... 

- 

- 

- 

26 

Ulcer  of  stomach  and  duodenum  ... 

1 

1 

27 

Gastritis,  enteritis  and  diarrhoea  ... 

m 

- 

28 

Nephritis  and  nephrosis  ...  ... 

- 

- 

- 

29 

Hyperplasia  of  prostate  ...  ... 

- 

- 

- 

30 

Pregnancy,  childbirth,  abortion  ... 

- 

- 

- 

31 

Congenital  malformations  ...  ... 

1 

1 

32 

Other  defined  and  ill-defined  diseases  ... 

4 

2 

6 

33 

Motor  vehicle  accidents  ...  ... 

m 

- 

- 

34 

All  other  accidents  ...  ... 

2 

1 

3 

35 

Suicide  ...  ... 

- 

- 

- 

36 

Homicide  and  operations  of  war  ... 

— 

_ 

total 

32 

33 

65 

: .  -y  t . 


■  L. 
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SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA 
WATER  SUPPLY 


There  has  been  no  change  in  the  source  of  water  supply  to  the  Borough; 
a  description  of  the  Council's  two  wells  has  been  given  in  past  reports.  The 
old  well  became  gradually  more  and  more  unsatisfactory  and  has  now  been  dis¬ 
continued  as  a  source  of  supply.  The  supply  is  now  drawn  entirely  from  the 

new  well* 


The  untreated  water  is  soft,  acid,  contains  organic  matter  and  is  plumbo 
solvent,  and  the  treatment  of  the  water  is  designed  to  alter  these  characteristics. 
The  water  is  pumped  through  an  aerating  spray  to  a  concrete  tower  30  ft.  in  height 
where  it  is  dosed  with  lime.  It  is  then  filtered  through  Permutit  pressure 
filters  and  chlorinated  before  it  is  passed  into  concrete  reservoirs  which  have 
a  capacity  of  320,000  gallons.  The  results  of  chemical  analyses  of  the  un¬ 
treated  water  and  treated  water  will  be  found  on  the  next  page. 

The  quality  of  the  treated  water  remained  satisfactory  throughout  the  year 
except  for  one  very  brief  period  when  there  was  disturbance  due  to  work  boing 
carried  out  to  the  supply  mains.  As  in  previous  years  temporary  shortages 
of  water  have  been  experienced  at  high  points  in  the  system,  due  to  difficulty 
in  maintaining  pressure  rather  than  shortage  of  available  water.  A  proposal 
for  the  laying  of  a  new  9"  main  from  the  reservoir  across  the  common  to  North 
Street  with  a  6"  branch  running  in  a  northerly  direction  across  the  North  Cause¬ 
way  to  Newport  was  approved  by  the  Ministry  of  Housing  and  Local  Government. 

It  is  hoped  that  this  new  duplicate  main  will  provide  an  adequate  gravitational 
working  pressure  in  all  parts  of  the  Borough  and  there  will  be  no  further  need 
for  boosting.  During  the  year  one  of  the  pumps  at  the  works  was  converted  to 
give  an  increased  output,  and  the  Council  have  now  decided  to  convert  the  other 
one  to  give  an  average  rate  of  10,000  gallons  per  hour. 

The  average  daily  consumption  of  water  was  approximately  156,000  gallons  - 


Wareham  Borough  ...  ...  130,000 
British  Railways  ...  ...  10,700 
Wareham  and  Purbeck  Rural  District  ...  15,300 


Water  Supply  to  Houses  in  the  Borough  Percentage  of 

Dwelling  Houses 


Percentage  of 
Population 


From  Public  Mains 

(a )  Direct  to  dwelling  houses  98*43 

(b)  By  means  of  standpipe  0«71 

From  Private  Wells 

(a)  birect  to  dwelling  houses  0*43 

(b)  Not  piped  to  dwelling  houses  0*43 


98*92 

0.44 


0*48 

0*16 


Baotoriologloal  Examination  of  Water 


Description  of  Water 

Total 
number  of 
samples 

Results 

No.  of 
samples 

Faecal  B.  Coli 

per  100  ml. 

(a) 

Treated  water  from  service 

44 

41 

nil 

taps  in  the  town 

1 

1 

1 

3 

1 

30 

Untreated  water  -  new  well 

5 

4 

nil 

1 

25 

(b) 

Reservoir 

5 

5 

nil 
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CHEMICAL  ANALYSES 


Certificate  of  Analysis  of  a  sample  of  Untreated  Water  -  Worgret  Waterworks. 

I  hereby  certify  that  I  have  examined  the  above  mentioned  sample  with 
the  following  results:  (expressed  as  parts  per  million). 


Ammonia, 

free  . . . 

•  •  • 

0.210 

Ammonia,  albuminoid  ... 

0.280 

Nitrites 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

0.32 

Nitrates, as  Nitric  nitrogen 

4.74 

Oxygen  absorbed  in  ' 

15m ins . 

Oxygen  absorbed  in  4  hrs. 

at 

80°F  . . . 

•  •  • 

1.200 

at  80°F  . 

2.000 

Chlorine 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

27.5 

Chlorine  as  sodium  chloride 

45.32 

Hardness , 

temporary 

•  •  • 

51.25 

Total  solids  ...  ... 

146.0 

«t 

permanent 

•  •  • 

40.00 

pH  value  ...  ... 

6.3 

tf 

total  . . . 

•  •  • 

91.25 

Metals:  Load,  copper,  zinc 

absent 

Appearance:  colourless  &  clear  Iron  ...  ...  2.20  p.p.m. 

Odour  :  none  . . . 

Free  chlorine:  nil  Free  Carbon  Dioxide  ...  80.0  p.p.m. 


Remarks : 

This  is  a  moderately  soft  water  of  good  appearance  and  organic  purity. 

It  is  on  the  acid  side  of  neutrality  and  contains  a  large  amount  of 
carbon  dioxide:  it  would,  therefore  have  a  corrosive  action  on  motals, 

particularly  load,  iron  and  zinc.  It  should  bo  treated  to  remove  the  carbon 
dioxide  before  circulating  in  the  Mains.  The  figures  show  no  signs  of  pollution 

(Signed)  A.  S.  CARLOS. 

Public  Analyst. 


Certificate  of  Analysis  of  a  sample  of  Treated  Water  -  Worgret  Waterworks 

I  hereby  certify  that  I  have  examined  the  above  mentioned  sample  with 
the  following  results:  (expressed  as  parts  per  million). 


Ammonia,  free  ...  ... 

0.140 

Nitrites  ...  ... 

Oxygen  absorbed  in  15mins. 

0.005 

at  80°F  . 

0.888 

Chlorine  . . 

38.0 

Hardness  :  temporary  . . . 

70.00 

permanent  . . . 

27.25 

total  ...  ... 

97.25 

Appearance:  Colourless  and 
Odour:  None. 

clear. 

Free  Chlorine  . 

0.04 

Ammonia,  albuminoid  ...  0.230 

Nitrates, as  Nitric  nitrogen  3.71 
Oxygen  absorbed  in  4hrs. 

at  80°F  .  1.403 

Chlorine  as  sodium  chloride  46.14 
Total  solids  ...  ...  164.0 

pH  value  ...  ...  ...  7.6 

Metals:  lead,  copper,  zinc  absent 

iron  .  0.42  p.p.m. 

Free  Carbon  Dioxide  ...  Nil. 


Remarks : 

This  is  a  moderately  soft  water  of  high  organic  purity  and  good 
appearance.  It  is  on  the  acid  side  of  neutrality.  The  figures  indicate 
that  the  water  would  not  be  of  a  corrosive  nature,  and  in  my  opinion,  is 
suitable  for  drinking  and  domestic  purposes. 


(Signed)  A.S.  CARLOS. 

Public  Analyst. 
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SEWERAGE  AND  DRAINAGE 


There  were  no  major  extensions  to  the  sewerage  system  or  the  disposal 
works.  The  sewerage  system,  in  addition  to  serving  the  Borough,  receives 
sewage  from  56  houses  in  the  Bestwall  area  of  the  Wareham  and  Purbeck  Rural 
District  which  lies  just  outside  the  Borough  boundary.  Storm-water  as  far 
as  is  practicable  is  excluded  from  the  sewerage  system  and  is  drained  by 
soakaway  pits  or  through  storm-water  drains  to  the  rivers  Frome  and  Piddle. 
There  is  a  storm-water  overflow  from  the  south-east  pumping  station  to 
relieve  the  volume  of  flow  during  storm  periods. 

A  description  of  the  sewerage  works  and  disposal  system  has  been  given 
in  previous  reports.  Great  difficulty  continues  to  be  experienced  in 
keeping  the  untreated  effluent  from  escaping  untreated  into  adjoining  ditches 
and  streams.  During  the  year  throe  more  large  lagoons  have  been  excavated 
and  the  area  is  now  beginning  to  present  a  more  regular  pattern  as  far  as 
surface  and  land  filtration  is  concerned  and  it  will  be  possible  to  rest 
lagoons;  when  a  further  series  are  laid  out  it  will  facilitate  control  of 
the  effluent  and  keep  it  \vithin  the  perimeter  of  the  works. 

On  very  frequent  occasions  flooding  occurs  at  Abbots  Quay  due  to 
flooding  of  the  sewers  during  storms;  so  much  surface  water  gains  access 
that  for  a  brief  moment  the  system  is  overloaded. 


Number  of  houses  not  connected  to  the  sewer 
Number  of  houses  with  pail  closets  . . . 

Number  of  houses  with  cesspools  ... 


•  •  • 

•  •  • 


•  •  • 


5 

2 

2 


Number  of  pail  closets  abolished  during  the  year 
Number  of  cesspools  abolished  ... 


Number  of  houses  connected  to  sewer  ...  ...  4 

Number  of  new  cesspools  ...  ...  ... 


Drainage  works  carried  out. 

New  drainage  systems  replacing  those  unsatisfactory  2 
Sewers  and  drains  cleared 


•  •  • 
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SANITARY  INSPECTION  OF  THE  AREA 


Summary  of  Inspections 


Bakehouses 

4 

Ice  cream  premises 

10 

Building  Byelaws 

69 

Infectious  diseases 

4 

Butchers  Shops 

10 

Samples  :  Water  Bact. 

55 

Dairies 

3 

Chem. 

3 

Drainage 

28 

Sewerage 

53 

"  Tests 

5 

Water  supply 

60 

Food  Premises 

28 

Workshops/Factories 

12 

Food  Inspection 

5 

Public  Lavatories 

10 

Houses  (Housing  Act) 

8 

Moveable  dwellings 

4 

(Purpose ) 

228 

Miscellaneous 

140 

(Public  Health) 

8 

Markets 

3 

Total  ....  750 


Statutory  and  Informal  Notices 

The  following  table  shows  the  action  taken  to  secure  the  abatement 
of  nuisances  and  the  removal  of  conditions  dangerous  or  injurious  to 

health 

Notices  Number  served  Complied  xvith  Outstanding 

Informal  4  4 

Statutory  -  - 


Miscellaneous  work  done  following  service  of  Notice 


Notices  served  Complied  with 


Obstructed  drains  cleared 


3 


3 


Sanitary  accommodation  provided  ...  1 


1 


Disinfection 

During  the  year  disinfection  of  premises,  bedding  and  personal  effocts 
was  carried  out. 

Number  of  visits  in  connection  with  infectious  diseases  4 
Number  of  visits  in  connection  with  verminous  children 
Houses  fumigated  ...  ... 

Rooms  fumigated  ...  ...  3 


Control  of  Moveable  Dwellings. 

Planning  permission  was  granted,  subject  to  conditions,  to  develop 
the  old  refuse -tip  site  at  North  Causeway  as  a  caravan  site  for  not  more 
than  40  caravans;  in  addition  permission  was  granted  for  seven  to  be 
occupied  all  the  year  round.  Regular  visits  are  made  to  this  site  to 
ensure  that  satisfactory  sanitary  conditions  are  maintained. 
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Verminous  premises 


No  cases  of  verminous  premisos  were  reported  during  the  year. 


Refuse  Collection  and  Disposal 


House  and  trade  refuse  collection  is  undertaken  by  the  Council  and 
collections  are  made  weekly.  Refuse  is  tipped  on  a  privately  owned  site 
on  tho  Puddletown  Road  in  the  Rural  District. 


Swimming  Baths 

There  are  no  swimming  baths  in  the  Borough.  Bathing  takes  place  in 
the  river  Frome  near  the  Quay  during  summer  months. 


Prevention  of  Damage  by 

Pests  Act, 

1949 

The  following  is  a 

copy  of  the 

Rodent  Officer's  Roport 

- 

Inspections 

Local 

Dwelling 

All  others 

Agricul- 

Total 

Authority 

Houses 

including 

Business 

Premises 

tural 

Properties  inspected 

4 

25 

42 

2 

73 

Infested  by  rats 

1 

3 

2 

- 

6 

Infested  by  mice 

- 

6 

10 

- 

16 

Treated  by  Local  Authority  1 

9 

5 

D  .A.E  .0. 

15 

Rat  infestation  all  of  a  minor  character. 
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INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD 


Milk  Supply: 

The  Order  made  by  the  Minister  of  Health  under  Section  45  of  the  Food 
and  Drugs  (Milk  and  Dairies  and  Artificial  Cream)  Act,  1950,  specifying  an 
area,  which  included  the  Borough  of  Wareham,  in  which  the  use  of  special 
designation  in  relation  to  milk  sold  by  retail  becomes  obligatory,  came  into 
force  on  March  1st.  1954.  All  milk  now  sold  by  retail  in  the  district  is 
either  "pasteurised’' ,  "tuberculin  tested  pasteurised"  or  "tuberculin  tested". 

Number  of  milk  distributors  on  Register  31.12.54.  ...  3 


Milk  (Special  Designation)  Regulations,  1949. 

The  following  licences  were  renewed  by  the  Council  and  were  in  force  at 
the  end  of  the  year:- 

Dealer’s  Licence  for  Tuberculin  tested  milk  ...  ...  1 

Supplementary  Lioence  to  sell  Pasteurised  milk  ...  2 

Supplementary  Licence  to  sell  Tuberculin  tested  milk  ...  1 


Milk  Sampling 


The  following  are  particulars  of  milk  samples  taken  in  the  district  by 
the  Food  and  Drugs  Authority  for  examination 


Results  of  Tests 

Designation 

No.  of 

Methylene  Blue 

Phosphatase 

Samples 

Passed 

Failed 

Passed 

Failed 

Pasteurised 

4 

4 

- 

4 

■» 

Tuberculin  tested 

3 

3 

_ 

1 

1 

1 

Food  Inspected  and  Condemned  Cwt.  Qtrs.  lbs. 

Tinned  Goods  ...  ...  ...  3  2  13 


Moat 

English  beef 
Imported  beef 
Pork 
Bacon 


•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 


•  •  • 


•  •  • 


1 

2 


22 

7 

15 


Fish 

Mackerel 


Cheese 


•  ••  •••  ••• 

Total  weight  4  cwt.  3  qtrs.  17  lbs. 


14 

2 


Method  of  Disposal  of  Condemned  Meat. 


All  foods  condemned  are  disposed  of  by  burying 
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Food  Promises 


1.  Number  of  Food  premises  by  type 


Grocers  ...  10 
Greengrocers  ...  4 
Butchers  ...  5 
Dairies  ...  l 
Bakehouses  ...  3 


of  business  in  the  area. 


Fish  Shops  ...  2 

Fried  Fish  Shops  2 

Sweets  5-  Confectionery  3 
Cafes  <$•  Restaurants  4 

Licensed  premises  11 

(including  3  hotels) 


2.  Number  of  Food  Promises  by  Type  Registered 

(a)  Under  Section  14  of  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act 

Manufacture  of  Sausages  and  preserved  foods 

Fish  Frying  ...  ... 

Sale  of  Ice  cream  ... 

(b)  Under  Milk  and  Dairies  Regulations 

Dairy  promises  ...  ... 


8 

2 

14 


1 


3.  Number  of  Inspections  of  Registered  Food  Premises 

Premises  for  manufacturing  sausages  ... 

Fish  Frying  Premises  ...  ... 

Tee  Cream  Premises  ...  ... 

Dairy  premises  ...  ... 


9 

8 

10 

4 


Cafes,  Restaurants  and  Food  Shops 


Inspection  of  these  premises  during  the  year  showed  that  in  general 
the  standard  of  cleanliness  is  satisfactory.  In  no  case  was  it  found 
necessary  to  take  legal  proceedings  under  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act.  Any 
defects  found  were  remedied  following  informal  notice. 


Ice  Cream  (Heat-treatment  etc.)  Regulations 


No  action  was  necessary  under  these  Regulations. 


Clean  Food  Campaigns 


There  were  no  educational  activities  undertaken  in  the  district  in 
connection  with  clean  food  campaigns  during  the  year. 

No  formal  action  was  taken  during  the  year  under  the  Byelaws  with 
respect  to  the  handling,  wrapping  and  delivery  of  food  and  sale  of  food 
in  the  open  air. 
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HOUSING 


The  provisions  of  the  Housing  Repairs  and  Rent  Acts,  1954,  which  came 
into  force  on  30th.  August,  1954,  broadly  speaking,  facilitate  the  exercise 
of  the  Council's  statutory  responsibility  for  the  clearance  and  replacement 
of  unfit  houses,  the  enforcement  of  essential  repairs  to  render  houses  fit 
and  the  encouragement  of  improvement  of  existing  houses,  and  the  conversion 
of  houses  or  other  buildings  to  provide  dwellings.  The  Act  requires  the 
Council  to  submit  for  the  Minister's  approval  proposals  for  dealing  with 
houses  in  their  area  which  appear  to  them  to  be  unfit  for  human  habitation, 
and  liable  for  demolition.  In  order  to  obtain  a  reliable  estimate  of  the 
number  of  these  houses  in  the  district  the  Council's  Sanitary  Inspector  is 
carrying  out  a  survey.  Generally  speaking,  one  can  say  that  there  are 
relatively  few  houses  in  the  Borough  which  will  require  demolition,  and  that 
what  is  needed  in  the  majority  of  cases  is  reconditioning  and  improvement  to 
bring  them  up  to  the  standard  of  amenities  and  conveniences  which  have  come 
to  be  regarded  as  essential  to  a  healthy  and  decent  life. 

During  the  year  one  Demolition  Order  was  made  and  the  occupant  is  to  be 
rehoused  on  the  Kingsbere  Estate. 

The  Council  considered  the  Housing  Repairs  and  Rents  Act,  1954,  and 
decided  to  make  Improvement  grants  under  this  Act,  and  by  the  end  of  the  year 
grants  had  been  given  in  respect  of  four  dwellings  for  the  provision  of 
bathrooms,  etc.  It  is  expected  that  more  applications  will  follow. 

A  total  of  four  houses  were  built  during  the  year;  these  were  all 
private  enterprise.  The  housing  scheme  in  Ropers  Lane  was  commenced  during 
the  year  and  some  of  the  bungalows  wore  nearing  completion  at  the  end  of  the 
year.  Eight  houses  were  also  in  course  of  erection  on  the  Kingsbere  Estate. 

The  housing  application  list  shows  little  signs  of  slackening,  but  with 
a  further  eight  bungalows  nearing  completion  it  will  be  possible  to  move  some 
of  the  older  tenants  with  no  families  into  those,  thus  making  way  for  the 
applicants  with  larger  families  to  move  into  the  two  and  three  bedroom  pre¬ 
war  houses. 

The  following  shows  the  number  of  applicants  on  the  waiting  list  for 
Council  houses  at  the  end  of  1954  - 


Persons  residing  in  the  Borough  ...  ...  94 

Persons  residing  outside  the  Borough  ...  25 


Applications  from  persons  residing  within  the  Borough  are  sub-divided 
as  follows  - 


Applications  for  3  bedroom  houses  ... 
Applications  for  2  bedroom  houses  ... 
Applications  from  childless  couples  ... 
Applications  for  Borough  bungalows  ... 


8 

22 

17 

47 


Emergency  Housing 


All  houses  held  under  requisition  at  31.12.53. 
requisitioned  and  the  families  rehoused. 

have  now  been 

de- 

Housing  Programme 

Site  : 

No.of  houses 
Proposed 

Completed 
in  1954 

Completed 
since  j.94l 

Bere  Road  (Kingsbere  Estate) 

137 

- 

108 

Moreton's  Lane  (Pre-fabs.) 

i 

10 

- 

10 

Cockpits  Housing  site 

2 

- 

2 

Red  Lion  Garden  site 

4 

- 

4 

Moreton's  Lane  Housing  site 

* 

2 

- 

2 

Howards  Lane  site 

3 

- 

3 

Ropers  Lane  site 

y 

8 

166 

129 

Borough  bungalows) 
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Housing  Inspection 

1«  Inspection  of  Dwelling  houses  during  the  year 

i  (a)  Total  number  of  dwelling  houses  inspected  for  housing 

defects  (under  both  Public  Health  Sr  Housing  Acts)  ...  8 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose  ...  ...  11 

ii  (a)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  (included  under  sub-heading 
(i)  above  which  were  inspected  and  recorded  under  the 
Housing  Consolidated  Regulations  1925-1932  ...  ...  - 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose  ...  ... 

iii  Number  of  dwelling  houses  found  to  be  in  a  state  so 
dangerous  as  to  be  prejudicial  to  health  and  unfit 
for  habitation  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

iv  Number  of  dwelling  houses  (exclusive  of  those  referred 
to  under  the  preceding  sub-heading)  found  not  to  be 
in  all  respects  reasonably  fit  for  human  habitation  ...  3 

2.  Remedy  of  Defects  during  the  year  without  service  of  Formal  Notice 


Number  of  dofective  dwelling  houses  rendered  fit  in 
consequence  of  Informal  action  by  the  Local  Authority  ...  3 


3.  Action  under  Statutory  Powers  during  the  year 

(a)  Proceedings  under  Section  9,  10  &  l6  Housing  Act,  1936 

i  Number  of  houses  in  respect  of  which  notices  were  served 

requiring  repairs  ...  ...  ... 

ii  Number  of  dwelling  houses  rendered  fit  after  service  of 
formal  notice  (a)  By  Owners  ...  ...  ...  . 

(b)  By  local  authority  in  default  of  owners 


(b)  Proceedings  under  Public  Health  Acts 

i  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which  notices  were 
served  requiring  defects  to  be  remedied  ...  . 

ii  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  which  defects  were  remedied 
after  service  of  formal  notice 

(a)  By  Owners  ...  ... 

(b)  By  local  authority  in  default  of  owners 


(c)  Proceedings  under  Section  11  Sr  13  Housing  Act,  1936 

i  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which  demolition 

orders  were  made  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

ii  Number  of  dwelling  houses  demolished  in  pursuance  of 

demolition  orders  ...  ...  ...  . .. 


(d)  Proceedings  under  Section  12  of  the  Housing  Act,  1936 

i  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  underground  rooms  in 

respect  of  which  closing  orders  were  made  ... 

ii  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  underground  rooms  in 
respect  of  which  closing  orders  were  determined,  the 
tenement  or  room  having  been  made  fit  . . . 


New  Houses 

Total  number  erected  during  1954  ... 

Number  erected  with  State  assistance  - 

(a)  By  local  authority  ... 

(b)  By  other  Bodies  or  Persons 


4 


Houses  owned  by  Local  Authority 


Type 

Built 

pre-war 

Built 

since  1945 

Total 

Permanent  traditional 

Temporary  prefabricated  bungalows 

103 

119 

10 

222 

10 
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PREVALENCE  AND  CONTROL  OF  INFECTIOUS  DISEASE 


The  incidence  of  infectious  disease  in  the  Borough  was  low  during  the 
year,  and  apart  from  those  due  to  pneumonia  there  wore  no  deaths  from 
notifiable  infectious  disease. 

No  cases  of  poliomyelitis,  dysentery  or  food  poisoning  were  notified, 
and  following  the  previous  year’s  epidemic  of  80  notified  cases  of  measles 
there  was  no  notification  of  measles.  20  cases  of  whooping  cough  were 
notified  compared  with  3  in  the  previous  year.  It  is  hoped  that 
immunisation  against  this  distressing  disease  will  shortly  be  available  in 
this  area. 


otifications  (Corrected)  Figures 


t  Disease 

i 

Total 

1st 
Qtr . 

2nd . 
Qtr. 

3rd. 

Qtr. 

4th. 

Qtr. 

Admitted  to 

Hospital 

| 

J  Whooping  cough 

26 

1 

13 

12 

- 

1 

Acute  Pneumonia 

1 

- 

1 

- 

- 

- 

Tuberculosis  -  pulmonary 

• 

2 

1 

“ 

| 

1 

2 

! 

1 

Cases  of  Infectious  diseases  notified  during  1954. 


Disease 


Total 


— 

Under  1 

1-2 

3-4 

5-9 

10-14 

15-24  25-0v. 

A.U. 

2 

5 

5 

13 

f 

J 

1 

Under  5 

5-14 

15-44 

45-64 

65  Ov. 

A.U. 

"* 

i 

1 

« 

J 

t 

_ 

1 

2 

: 

“ 

Whooping  cough 


Ac.  Pneumonia 
Tuberculosis 


26 


1 

2 


L 


Scabies  and  Verminous  Conditions 

No  cases  of  verminous  condition  of  the  scalp  of  school  children  vre re 
reported  during  the  year.  There  were  no  cases  if  scabies. 


NATIONAL  ASSISTANCE  ACT,  1948. 

Section  47,  Removal  of  Persons  in  need  of  care  and  attention  to  suitable  premises 

There  were  no  cases  during  the  year  where  it  was  necessary  to  proceed  under 
the  provisions  of  Section  47  of  the  1948  Act. 
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FACTORIES  ACTS,  1957  and  1948. 
Part  1  of  the  Act 


1.  INSPECTIONS  for  the  Purposes  of  Provisions  as  to  Health  (including 
Inspections  made  by  Sanitary  Inspectors) 


Premises 

Number  of 

Number  on- 
Register 

In¬ 

spections 

Written 

Notices 

Occupiers 

Prosecuted 

(i  factories  in  which  sections 

1,2, 3, 4  &  6  are  to  be  en¬ 
forced  by  Local  Authority 

(ii  factories  not  included  in 
(i)in  which  section  7  is 
enforced  by  Local  Authority 

(iii)Other  premises  in  which 
section  7  is  enforced  by 
the  Local  Authority  (ex¬ 
cluding  Outworkers  premises 

I 

5 

- 

27 

16 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Total 

32 

1  16 

L 

i 

— — J 

2.  Cases  in  which  DEFECTS  were  found 


Particulars 

Number  of  Cases  in  which 

Defects  were  found 

No. of  cases  ! 
in  which 
prosecutions 
wore  insti¬ 
tuted 

Found 

Re¬ 

medied 

Refer 
To  H.M. 
Inspector 

rod 

By  H.M. 
Inspector 

Want  of  cleanliness  (Si) 

2 

— 

Overcrowding  (S2) 

- 

• 

- 

- 

- 

Unreasonable  temperature (S3 ) 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Inadequate  ventilation  (S4) 

- 

- 

- 

Ineffective  drainage  of 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

floors  ( S6 ) 

Sanitary  Conveniences  (S7) 

- 

- 

(a)  Insufficient 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

(b)  Unsuitable  or  defective 

- 

- 

- 

- 

(c)  Not  separate  for  sexes 

1 

- 

- 

- 

Other  offences  against  the 

1 

Act(not  including  offences 

- 

- 

- 

- 

relating  to  Outwork 

Total 

3 

- 

— 

I 

• 

: ! 

Part  VIII  of  the  Act 
OUTWORK 

Section  110  and  111 


Ourworkers 


•  •  • 


Nil 
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